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BEDS OF THE CUMBR) WWAND RIVER 1y NIEN ‘
At of 0 erjes of siel investiontions By (he Burean of 1,

P mussel bocs op the Cimberland 2 IROE g {*,\:H‘u-’rw’ 1 -

Eowiin rv!m'mu‘ to fhe quality e quantity of (hepp vield of
shele, ooy information of mnssel fisherner, iw.n‘ Duttorn g
Facturors, wng other pe Ot especinily Inieron o it (he subject (e
Briveipat resulic of 1, eexaminadion ave smnm zeilin the following
prefivii ey rapoyt

' LOCATION AND I.'Rf)l)in’()"I"F\'J"I"’;' O Dygres,

Tl Coumberlagd Hiver rizes in the extreme ot heastory corner of
Renticky, fows weste rly through hartions of Keataeky and 1 Tennes-
BeCL i (‘N'i})ths into the Ohio at Seithland, Ky, ¥ iy navigulile :
during high watey Pom s montl Lo By de, o distanes of 5oy 1
miles, ad of Tncky ip nrocess of umsi ruection will malee

Bavigation presihile :.;’-n:irarr the entire

Cumberland 1 v Whitfey ((;!mf'\; Hov, form an dnpaseahle
Brrvier for pete md miach of (ha othm' m"a in e river, upd
ahove the fally (e belvlinge {r wio giliboxusy, wiich has mo e

merein! vatpe, s practically (L aily species, Pha fower viver, from
i pool ai thie food or the falls to (je month, abonnds wiih mn;m‘h
te Uelina, Topn.
e v.faﬂ s

A bt fon, From Cumh rerinmdd gty
el Favels whnmduge aued e
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From which sovernd tons of shells have been fulien by the peavlers;
aned Digoerstadd Buar where there is aomavked inevense inomerehants
able species, nofably the wonthern muacket, hatterily, Goee-ridge, and
Ohio pig-tee.

fooits

verntid sleeteh of river, from Oeling {0 Nu<hviile, Toun,
(L00 nites) | ssere connmercm! shelling s carvied an and not as mach

peaviing. Thero wre alont 30 important beds of noesels distribufed
with comstderable veolarily in this portion of the viver.  Aboal o
mmtbes befow Dutlers Boanding, 7 fons of merchantable <heliss mostly
Ohio pio-toes snd senthern muckets, were colleeted a0 yem or [wo e
aied Teft on {he river hande, At Dyess Banding ehonoiss were
waork o (8T bot Tued not collested enough shells Lo permit an estis
mpte of  their valuo, Below Chrthage, wi the fool of Goodalls
Pebisudy b Divge Ded of fine shells, npon which both elanocers and
peaclers wern aefively abowork with fate resulls) and an Chie” River
canppiny 15 snid o hmve talien 200 fons ()i’ oot el from this
loeadiiy. S100E aoaile below Cadur Blulls 12 tous of shells woere ol
beeted wnd eriblad o vear apo, bt wore v!a] for a hizher market,
Theve s also o fime buad af the hewd of Ty Isdand which has net
oo waork

1

e at lenst nob recently,

Fhe thivd siveteh of piver, from Nashville to Dover, Tonn (103
mitlesd | has Doen thoronghly workaed by chuanmers, snd the Toention
of b e beds, to

ceibier with theie size and relative vadue, are well
known, fereely beesuse o faelory for *%'I‘\\‘i!l;l‘ Blanks ab Clarksville,

et bns fornished o rendy mavket for the shellss The laeeest and
mos! valnable bed of shells on the (__,nmhut' and is focabed ab Gowers
Istand, 25 miles betow Nashville, T 3] or 4 mitles o Tength and
containg nuny fne oiggerhands and vellow sand shetls {uiseery
By e Glacksvilley Das been worked for 10 years by froam three
o five honis, and was said to be as pood asever by elamimers worlting
on 1 in 1900 From (he beds Helow Clarksvitle an enormens nuinboy

of shells, estimated at BOO or 600 tons, have heen daken during past
VORI,

The renining vorbion of the river from Dover to the Ohio (85
mstlesd, while 3 D nob been worked as mneh ag {be preceding pore-
tion,, ;n'o{mi‘afy coninimg us omany and ay valuable mussels. There
are numerons beds near Dover, 'i‘e‘.;:ra.: and at Fanton, Donelsons
Clreek, <::m(fm5 amd Watlows, ofb in Wendueky,  Tn these beds fhere
i nalicenhle inerense in the peecentage of nigeerheads, while the
;n'ngmrt%nn sf (3o pro-loe pemaing abont the same,

From Lawek 21, situsled 27 miles below Durnside, Ky, to Cur-
thage, Tenno a distance of 200 miifes, the river i still in s natoral
state, shounding in riflies and shoals, and the current is strong
crongrh to perinit the use of brails in colleeting mussels,  Those por-
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Goms flooded | by backwater from e locks have no ¢ Hrrent, and tongas

are regiived, hui (Lo qimf waler forms a favorahio breeding plieo
for winssels and (e Beds orow sty ahd ileive Loty than iy ;:‘
swifl cireent, fnlike the wpper “Ii“‘vl‘w‘*}!}) there ds Htile or ne §
independent chmning on 'u\ ( mnborband, !n most cives the el

wers o not own their ond bt cotlect (he mssels by contrped

For the person i:;:zmlnlm he ii(l:l‘fﬁ,‘,

O acesing the hlgh pereentage of pink shiodly, elanvuing j. ‘
Bolovery profiiyg h?u i the upper portion of the Cumberland, bat ¢
the southorn smneket were arlificially propagated there It would.
saon reduee iy percentage und make Um musset beds commered, iy
vatitable,

THE IMrorrasNy STy,

Eighiy.gjy species of mssels gee now known rom ihe Canhier L
Hiver, of wiiel only about 17 enn b wsed Tor it tnliing, (e

Fest Delnger (o0 sl or las (1. \m(mw these 17 ihepe wre bk 5o

really Tionoriaoy sprecies - the nioeor] weand, the Ohia River pig-toe, the

BOULHOrY ninekaf, (e budierfy, vl the wi!cm sund shell,

shell on
the lovwer Breer Lut the snenny of Propagating it have noi wi bedin ;-
diseovered, ¥ s donbtful whetlier i would stecead iy any hul the

‘Tl meeerhend (€4 mf/’nf/rf r/u :m} I he yost Iporiand

fower pavt of the PIVer, s it vequires ruthor de fpowader, and it has
probably oxtended jp raEe up e viver ag fap and abundanity as
dFonad condifiong Bevoralile,

The Ghia Rives VL0 (il obligua) s e mos “oinon
coinmiereial sholl in fhe cont| portion of {he rivey. While a good
ition shelly 109y mmu%nmn,\ inferior (o (e Nigeorhe atly and sinee A
Better shells are e s preenzabie (his one woul] nolomalke o pap. ‘
GenlarTy dosiendhle ~;<' s o ]HH}M,‘,,’,:}!(‘. in the rivep unloss the eon-
ditiong woro espechn by fnveyahle,

The souihern ek, (f,;/i/f/i\H/?s /i(/rffu(w/uu!\ il is oan Hil-
vty sood Dutian sholl Bilty vonad (o ihe hest of (e nigeerhogds,

(
FERTE e g gl aniform in (hicknes 55 =0 that theve is 1o witsi

It couid he Casily propagaied, sineo it s g bongr breeding pertod,
sl the plockidin fuvien rotise dves rendily to sunlishes, poreh, and

Bies, 10 will thrive ‘ahu o wread \.un.(y of ulllliil{)n‘ﬁ 500 tHhat, ,
Cveryihing considered Lwould be minel superiar {o any ol ther species
for the rostoed King of ihe E’i\'(‘l‘, ‘

Phe huttortty (72 fitezinds secrisyis vather conmion ‘*h}'uuuhnn( ihe
whale Tength of (e pivers Newe the month of the river the el
Ay !mif" sladiued, Tt ahove Canton, Ky, they have an exe etent
white nacre, The species renches g large size in the Cumberland,
wil the sexos wpe strongly nuavked, the fomnles being hamped and
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ihe VIVER, qued 1 aiwo has @ Tong

i
cipnbife to phb
The yellow s shell (oo pilis anodontoldes

ealuable of {youli-waler chetls, openrs aeensionatiy in the ey
Lo, and was RUTIEER
;);m;v‘x‘nﬂy exported to ba s fnetured ko koife hanedles, elea arnd
wpe ths of paterest o shitppers pathior than L0 Tgen] mannineiaress.
The = washbourd 7 also oceiies i most of the pussel beds, bab i
ity badly alnined, und its shells are always soO sod seprrately sl

14 reaches r large size, bub 8 noL A LILOnES

o at Moecks Bpring Phar, Fhese hells ave

cold as second ayadie.
4 in the Wabash or Mississipph
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